GLADSTONE                           JI
you like. No doubt he replied correctly, when
questioned and harassed on this statement^ that
his remarks, especially as qualified, had no very
definite meaning. But other people equally cor-
rectly deduced that they meant a very great deal
in the long run. It showed which way the wind
was blowing, and the consequences were imme-
diate. His speech on Irish Disestablishment gave
him the support of the Dissenters; that on the
franchise, of the trade union leaders. Gladstone's
position had undergone a complete change.
Anyone who wishes to make out a case against
Gladstone should fix on 1865, rather than on
1885 for their study. For this was the only time
when he embarked on a change of policy which
redounded to his immediate advantage. On the
question of the Irish Establishment he can easily
be defended, and has defended himself in <s A
Fragment of Autobiography," an essay as candid
and modest as anything possibly could be* The
relationship of Church and State was the most
constant interest of his life, and he was entitled to
develop in any way he wished. To question him
on this point is an impertinence. His attitude on
the suffrage is in different case. For he had never
interested himself deeply in the matter, and his
sudden enthusiasm is suspicious. As his early
career shows that he possessed an absolute
genius for abiding power and his later life an
equal genius for losing it, we may acquit him of
gross tergiversation. He was often masterly in